
May 4, 2022

Wisconsin Agricultural Export Advisory Council

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

WELCOME
WISCONSIN AGRICULTURAL EXPORT 

ADVISORY COUNCIL

OPENING REMARKS 

DATCP Secretary Randy Romanski

WEDC Secretary Missy Hughes



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

WISCONSIN AGRICULTURAL EXPORT ADVISORY COUNCIL (WAXC)
LISA STOUT ðDATCP

Introduction of Council Members

Mission Statement: WAXC advises the Secretary of the DATCP on the Wisconsin Initiative for 

Agriculture Exports (WIAE) plan. The Export Advisory Council will advise on strategies, make 

recommendations and evaluate the progress towards the objectives in s. 93.425, Stats.

Structure:  21 total members ð15 members appointed by the Secretary, 4 legislators, 1 WEDC 

representative, and 1 DATCP staff. 

Council Charter Key Elements
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WISCONSIN AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS ADVISORY COUNCIL ð
AARON OõNEILðDATCP

Officers: Chair,  Vice-Chair, and Secretary.

Å The Chair is responsible for leading the Council, running meetings, and working with 
DATCP staff to prepare meeting agendas and notices.

Å The Vice -Chair is responsible for performing the Chairõs duties when the Chair is 
unable to perform them.

Å The Secretary is responsible for recording and preparing meeting minutes.

Å Elections: The Chair and Vice-Chair are elected annually at the Councilõs first meeting. 
The Secretary, by law, is required to be a DATCP employee.
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LEGAL OVERVIEW ðOPEN MEETINGS LAW
AARON OõNEIL ðDATCP

ÅThe Council is subject to Wisconsinõs Open Meetings Law. 

Å This means that notice of the Councilõs meetings, including the agenda, need to be 
posted in advance, and the meetings need to be open to the public.

ÅGiving notice is the responsibility of the Council chair, but in practice, DATCP staff will 
help the chair set the agenda and ensure that proper notice is given.

ÅCouncil members should be aware of actions outside of meetings that could 
inadvertently violate the Open Meetings Law. 
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LEGAL OVERVIEWðPUBLIC RECORDS LAW
AARON OõNEILðDATCP

ÅWisconsinõs Public Records Law applies to the Council.

Å This law gives the public access to records that relate to government business, 
including the business of advisory councils.

Å Any document, including things like text messages and emails, related to Council 
business is considered a record that the public presumptively has the right to access.

Å Personal records that are unrelated to Council business are not records.

Å You should retain records that discuss Council business so the records are available to 
respond to a records request. 
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LEGAL OVERVIEW ðPUBLIC RECORDS LAW
AARON OõNEILðDATCP

Å You do not need to retain transitory records. These are things like emails saying that 
you will be late to a meeting. 

Å If you get a request for public records, you should send it to DATCP.  DATCP will take 
care of responding to the request. 

ÅRequests do not have to be in any special format or in writing.

ÅHandout contains suggestions for complying with the Public Records Law and 
managing records that you need to retain.
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LEGAL OVERVIEW ðSTATE ETHICS CODE
AARON OõNEILðDATCP

ÅCouncil members are expected to comply with the State Ethics Code.

Å The purpose of the Ethics Code is to help people avoid conflicts between their 
personal interests and public responsibilities.  

ÅDonõt accept things of value that could be expected to influence your Council duties.

ÅDonõt take actions on the Council that will substantially benefit you.

ÅDonõt disclose or use confidential information that you learn in your service to obtain 
anything of value for you or someone else. 
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WISCONSIN AGRICULTURAL EXPORT ADVISORY COUNCIL

Elections of Chair and Vice Chair
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WISCONSIN AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS ADVISORY COUNCIL

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Public Appearances
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WISCONSIN INITIATIVE FOR AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS (WIAE)
REQUIREMENTS ðMARK RHODA-REIS ðDATCP

Statute requires DATCP and WEDC to work together to increase Wisconsin exports by 

25 percent over the December 31, 2021 value in each of the following product categories: 

milk and milk products, meat and meat products, and crop and crop products by June 30, 

2026. Funding to be applied in the following percentages: 

Ä50% to milk and milk products (Dairy)

Ä25% to meat and meat products, and (Meat)

Ä25% to crop and crop products. (Crops)

Minimum of 15% of the spending requirement for grants by December 31, 2022. 

Joint Finance Committee (JFC) released funding for FY22 in the amount of $558,400. 

JFC funding approval is needed for FY23, FY24, FY25, and FY26.
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STATE FUNDING IN ADDITION TO THE WIAE
MARK RHODA-REIS ðDATCP

Wisconsin 2021 ACT 207 Grants for Dairy Exports

$883,191 ðFunds from previous federal dairy development programs, loan fees, and 
interest payments. 

Requirements

ÅGrants to grow dairy exports

Å JFC approval is not required
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2021 DAIRY, MEAT,  AND CROP PRODUCT EXPORTS 

MARK RHODA-REIS ðDATCP

Five-Year Highlights

ÅUp 17.5% from 2020

ÅAll-time high ð$3.96 billion

ÅFive-year average ð$3.53 billion

ÅU.S. exports ð$200 billion, up 18%

ÅStrong challenges in 2022
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2021 DAIRY PRODUCT EXPORTS ð$471 MILLION

MARK RHODA-REIS ðDATCP

Dairy Product Highlights (up 15%)

Å12% of all Wisconsin ag exports:  Includes 

cheese, whey, lactose, and milk proteins.

ÅTop 5 products are 95% of the group 

total: Whey and Milk, Cheese and Curds, 

Milk Albumins & Whey Proteins, Lactose Solid 

and Syrup.

ÅTop 5 countries are 67% of the group 

total : Canada, China, Korea, Mexico, Japanð

highest in the past five years.

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Dairy Product Exports - Top 5 Countries
(up 15%)

Canada China Korea Japan Mexico Vietnam All others
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